
What Does Your 
Water Cost? 

PO Box 158 * Tewksbury, MA  01876 * Tel: 978-640-6900 * Fax: 978-640-6901 * www.WellWaterConnection.com 

7 



How Fast Your Well 
Pays for Itself 

Let’s say you now pay a combined water and sewer charge of only 1.4 cents for each gallon of water 
you use on your lawn (Average Combined Annual Water and Sewer Charges for MWRA Communities in 
2010).  You also have a typical automatic sprinkler system that runs twice a day - one hour each time.  If 
the sprinkler system sprays 10 gallons of water every minute its on, (or 10 gallons per minute = $.14 per 
minute) in one hour it will spray 600 gallons (or 10 gallons per minute x 60 minutes = 600 gallons = $8.40 
per hour).  If you run your sprinkler system 2 hours a day that’s 1200 gallons or $17 per day.  During an 
average summer, if you use your sprinkler for 90 days you will spray 108,000 gallons of water onto your 
lawn.  At 1.4 cents per gallon you will spend $1,500.00 to water your lawn. 
  
Now, let’s say you installed a water well and had it hooked up to your sprinkler system.  Instead of paying 
$1,500.00 per year to water your lawn, you don’t pay anything. That’s right. The ground water is free, 
and because it will be used on your lawn there will be no sewer charge either! 
  
The well is paying for itself!  Instead of paying the water and sewer department for watering your lawn, 
you’re making payments on a well that increases the value of your home and supplies water for years to 
come. 

 

CALCULATE YOUR ANNUAL SAVINGS - EXAMPLE 
 

Step 1: Calculate your  COST PER GALLON. Find current “Combined Annual Water and Sewer Charge” on your 
latest water bill. 

Step 2:  Calculate your TOTAL WATER USE.   See last years water bill(s) or add up all outside water uses including 
irrigation system, pool, washing cars, etc. 

Step 3:  Calculate your ANNUAL SAVINGS by multiplying your Total Water Use by your Cost Per Gallon. The 
following simple formula can be used if you have an automatic sprinkler system. The constant 54 is 
based on just 90 days of summer watering (60 mins per hour x 90 days divided by 100 pennies = 54). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SAVINGS = $1,500.00 

54 
 

Cost Per Gallon 
(in pennies) 

X X Flow in gallons 
per minute 

X Usage in 
hours per day 

54 
 

1.4 
 

X X 10 
 

X 2 
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How Much Water 
Does My Sprinkler 

System Use? 

 

ZONE # 

 

# HEADS 

Per ZONE (A) 

GALLONS 

Per HEAD 

Per MINUTE (B) 

 

MINUTES 

Per CYCLE (C) 

 

CYCLE 

Per DAY (D) 

GALLONS 

Per DAY 

(AxB)x(CxD) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

 

Total # Gallons Used Per Day (E) 

  
WATER & SEWER COST IN PENNIES PER GALLON?     $____________ (F) 
  
ESTIMATED DAYS PER MONTH RUN SPRINKLER SYSTEM?    ____________ (G) 
  
ESTIMATED MONTHS PER YEAR RUN SPRINKLER SYSTEM    ____________ (H) 
   
  
 COST SAVINGS PER YEAR = ExFxGxH_____________________ = $________________ 
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